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Research Question: Are international interventions
successful at state-building in failed and fragile states?

▶ “State-building” refers to both mitigating violence and
building institutions (Lee, 2022)

▶ Concept: international intervention → builds state institutions
→ increases state capacity → decreases violence

▶ Findings: As exemplified by the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP), international interventions are
associated with decreased violence in failed and fragile states
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State-building efforts usually fail
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State-building efforts usually fail: by nature
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State-building efforts usually fail: poorly implemented
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State-building efforts usually fail: limited to no impact
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International interventions can (sometimes) succeed
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Missing puzzle piece: UNDP
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Missing puzzle piece: UNDP

▶ Previous qualitative case studies of UNDP do not find it to be
effective (Liberia (Autesserre, 2014), Burundi (Campbell, 2018),
and Central African Republic (Howard, 2019))

▶ UNDP has never been systematically studied per se, so
perhaps these are not representative cases

▶ I collected a new dataset to answer these questions on the
efficacy of international interventions
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Expectations: More work, more success

▶ Breadth: A broader intervention presence, as evidenced
by more projects, will be associated with decreased violence

▶ Depth: A deeper intervention presence, as evidenced by
more expenditures, will be associated with decreased violence
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New dataset on UNDP state-building projects
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Results:

Event Count Event Count

L Project Count −0.40∗∗∗

(0.08)
L Project Expenses −0.80∗∗∗

(0.2)
Lagged DV Yes Yes
Grid FE Yes Yes
Year FE Yes Yes

R2 0.90 0.90

Adj. R2 0.89 0.90
Num. obs. 1, 890 1, 890
∗∗∗p < 0.001; ∗∗p < 0.01; ∗p < 0.05; expenses in millions USD
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Discussion: Depth and Breadth mitigate violence

▶ Support for both Breadth and Depth hypotheses

▶ More state-building projects → fewer violent events
▶ Larger state-building expenditures → fewer violent events

▶ Arguably small effect size
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Conclusion and Future Work

▶ Using a new dataset on UNDP’s state-building projects, I
sought to arbitrate the scholarly debate on whether
international interventions can effectively build states

▶ Found greater breadth and depth of projects associated with
successful state-building

▶ Future Work:

▶ Other countries/organizations
▶ Broader definition of state-building
▶ Experiment for testing mechanism

▶ Gives hope that international interventions can effectively
mitigate violence and build states
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Thank you!

Annamaria Prati
Washington University in St. Louis

aprati@wustl.edu



Full Regression Results: Breadth
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Full Regression Results: Depth
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Summary Statistics of Matched Panel

Independent Variables:

Mean Median Min Max Std. Dev.
Count 3.1 3 0 210 12.6
Expenditure 1.1 0 -0.2 49.7 4.4

Dependent Variables:

Mean Median Min Max Std. Dev.
All 17.3 3 0 1091 63.6
State 8.4 1 0 755 38.6
Non-state 7.9 1 0 392 26.3

NB: data at grid-cell year level.
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Balance Pre- and Post-Matching

Pre-matching

Fatalities All State Non-state Area
Dist. to
Capital

Control 88.2 15.2 5.89 8.55 0.986 44.6
Treatment 511 120 57.9 56.5 0.993 42.2

Post-matching

Fatalities All State Non-state Area
Dist. to
Capital

Control 130 17.8 8.46 8.48 0.990 42.4
Treatment 511 120 57.9 56.5 0.993 42.2

Violence statistics from 1997-2011.
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