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Introduction Theoretical framework Research design Results Conclusions

The Broblem of union decline
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Unions assist compensating losers from globalization:

@ 1) redistributive policies benefitting losers from int’ competition.
(Mosley & Singer, 2015; Balcazar, 2023; Becher & Stegmuller, 2023)
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@ |} bureacratic hurdles to obtain government assistance.

(Kim 2020; Balcazar & Lee, in progress)
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@ Yes! |} voting preferences reflecting economic nationalism.
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Theoretical framework desig es Conclusions

Theoretical framework

Populist protectionism (Balcazar, 2022):
@ Protect losers from globalization via economic nationalism.
@ Excludes “out-group:"” liberal elites and ethnic minorities.
o Electoral success depends on strength of institutions (e.g., unions).

@ Unions reduce the likelihood of (far-)right protectionist
extremism.
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Argument
I Trade

An increase in import competition:

@ Increases support for economic
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1+ Trade
l An increase in import competition:
| Policy responsiveness @ Increases support for economic
Bureaucratic nationalism.
Congress
+ Mechanisms:
1 Elite cues @ Reduces policy responsiveness.

{ Cosmopolitanism @ Increases likelihood of elite cues.

© Changes preferences.
1 Populist protectionism

Stronger effects where unions are weaker.
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Research design

Empirical context: United States

Organlzed Iabor N

@ Historically, unions obtain and provide information to workers/voters.
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Research design

Empirical context: United States
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@ Historically, unions obtain and provide information to workers/voters.

@ Weaker but still relevant!
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Research design

Empirical context: United States
Widespread changes in no. union members
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Introduction Theoretical framework Research design Results Conclusions

Empirical context: United States

Politicians still pay attention

@ Historically, unions obtain and provide information to workers/voters.

@ Weaker but still relevant!

» Appendix
Felipe Balcazar Unions and protectionist populism October, 2023 5/11



Empirical strategy

First-differences (2002-14/2004-16) for congressional districts:

Aoutcome, = P1ACshock.+ P2 ACshock x AUpower.+ Acovariates .+ Ae
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Congress

\

1+ Elite cues
| Cosmopolitanism
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Decline in policy responsiveness

A legislator responsiveness, welfare and labor
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@ Weak unions: {} import competition = |} policy responsiveness
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“Populist”-style campaign ads

%A ads displaying anger (left) and welfare (right) topics
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@ Weak unions: {} import competition = {} populist-style rhetoric.
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%A ads displaying trade (left) and ethnicity (right) topics
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Erosion of attitudes toward cosmopolitanism

A attitudes towards cosmopolitanism
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@ Weak unions: {} import competition = |} support abortion rights, gay
marriage, and immigration.
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Stronger support for the republican party

A likelihood support for democrats party, presidential
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@ Weak unions: 1} import competition = |} lower support for democrats.
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Where unions are weak, increased import competition:

@ Lower policy responsiveness.
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Introduction Theoretical framework Re C s Conclusions

Conclusions

Where unions are weak, increased import competition:
@ Lower policy responsiveness.
@ Higher allocation of effort by populists.
@ Lower levels of cosmopolitanism.

o Increased vote-support for economic nationalism.
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Conclusions

Thank you!

N carlos.balcazar@yale.edu

& ocfbalcazar.bsky.social
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