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• Immigration attitudes work often focused on admissions, integration, 
and welfare support

oLimited work on deportation attitudes (Lee et al. 2001, Cosby et al. 2013, 
Ostfeld 2017, Jones & Martin 2017, Whitaker & Doces 2021, Cogley et al. 2019)

• Perspective-getting reduces negative attitudes toward outgroups (Adida 
et al. 2018, Alesina et al. 2019, Kalla and Broockman 2020, 2023)

• Greater support for migrants…
oExperiencing violence and vulnerability (Bansak et al. 2016)

oMaking economic contributions (Kootstra 2016, Magni 2022)
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Hypotheses  

H1: Narratives about immigrants’ lives will reduce support for 
deportation of unauthorized immigrants. Both narratives about 
immigrants’ economic contributions and risk of violence.

H2: Economic contributions will be especially helpful for immigrants 
from lower-income, culturally and ethnically more distant countries 
because of expectancy violation.

H3: Economic contributions will have an impact on deportation attitudes 
in countries with high baseline levels of support for deportation as 
well as those with lower support for deportation.
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Cases: United States and Brazil
• Key similarities

oHigh immigration inflows historically 
oImmigration is a central political issue and deportation is part of 

the agenda
oFar-right opposition to immigrants

• Key differences
o Larger immigrant population in the U.S.
o Higher deportation levels and support in the U.S.



Data
• Two surveys in fall 2022 

• United States (2,100 respondents) and Brazil (1,200 respondents)

• The samples match census quotas for gender, age, race, education

• We embedded two experiments



Experiment 1: Immigrant perspective-getting
Treatment 1: 
Hard-working immigrant story

Treatment 2: 
Humanitarian concern story

Control: no story



Experiment 1: Outcome variable

“Some immigrants in the United States are in the country illegally. Which 
comes closer to your opinion?”

a. They should be able to stay if they can fulfill the requirements  
b. They should be deported  



Experiment 1 results: United States

They should be able to stay 
if they can fulfill the 

requirements

They should 
be deported

Control group 65%
[61.4% , 68.6%]

35%
[31.4% , 38.6%]

Treatment 1: Immigrant’s 
economic contributions

76.7%
[73.6% , 79.8%]

23.3%
[20.2% , 26.4%]

Treatment 2: Immigrant’s 
risk of violence

83.9%
[81.2% , 86.6%]

16.1%
[13.4% , 18.8%]



Experiment 1 results: Brazil

They should be able to stay 
if they can fulfill the 

requirements

They should 
be deported

Control group 88.2%
[85% , 91.4%]

11.8%
[8.6% , 15%]

Treatment 1: Immigrant’s 
economic contributions

93.3%
[90.8% , 95.8%]

6.7%
[4.2 % , 9.2%]

Treatment 2: Immigrant’s 
risk of violence

96.8%
[95.1% , 98.5%]

3.2%
[1.5% , 4.9%]



Experiment 2: Immigrants’ economic 
contributions & country of origin interact

Randomization: (1) country of origin; (2) economic contributions

“Do you support or oppose deporting immigrants like [Jose/Jason] who 
immigrated from [Mexico/Canada] to the US and is currently in the US 
illegally?”



Experiment 2: Immigrants’ economic 
contributions & country of origin interact

Randomization: (1) country of origin; (2) economic contributions

“Do you support or oppose deporting immigrants like [Jose/Jason] who 
immigrated from [Mexico/Canada] to the US and is currently in the US 
illegally?”

“Do you support or oppose deporting immigrants like [Carlos/Carter] 
who immigrated from [Mexico/Canada] to the US and is currently in the 
US illegally, but started a business that created over 500 jobs in the US?”



Experiment 2 results: United States

Undocumented 
Mexican 

immigrants

Undocumented 
Mexican 

immigrants 
with economic 
contributions

Undocumented 
Canadian 

immigrants

Undocumented 
Canadian 

immigrants 
with economic 
contributions

Opposition to 
deportation

30%
[27.2%, 32.8%]

48.9%
[45.9%, 51.9%]

29.8%
[27%, 32.6%]

43.7%
[40.7%, 46.7%]

Percentages indicate respondents who “oppose” and “strongly oppose” 
deportation on a 5-point scale



Experiment 2 results: Brazil

Undocumented 
Venezuelan 
immigrants

Undocumented 
Venezuelan 
immigrants 

with economic 
contributions

Undocumented 
Portuguese 
immigrants

Undocumented 
Portuguese 
immigrants 

with economic 
contributions

Opposition to 
deportation

55.6%
[51.6%, 59.6%]

72.6%
[69%, 76.2%]

48.2%
[44.2%, 52.2%]

70.8%
[67.2%, 74.4%]

Percentages indicate respondents who “oppose” and “strongly oppose” 
deportation on a 5-point scale



Conclusion
• Narratives focused on economic contributions and risk of violence 

positively affect deportation attitudes.

• Economic contributions reduce support for deportation regardless of 
immigrant nationality.

• Effects especially strong for immigrants from lower-income and 
culturally more distant countries (expectancy violation) in the U.S.


